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Mr Bob Salmon

6 Locks Close
Greetham
Rutland

LE15 7NH

14 July 2006 Reference:

Dear Mr Salmon
The use of eggs in small Bed and Breakfasts (B & Bs) based on farms.

This issue was raised at the Forum for Small businesses. Our Chief Executive, John
Harwood, has asked me to respond to you outlining how we intend to interpret the
Food Hygiene Regulations for B & Bs that produce their own eggs.

The Food Hygiene Regulations covering the sale of fresh shell eggs require that all
eggs used by catering establishments should be properly boxed and labelled “Grade
A". For Bed and Breakfast on small farms, many of which have a few hens, this
could be taken to mean that they not permitted to use their own eggs in meals for
their guests despite being allowed to sell these eggs from the farm gate direct to the
consumer. This seems to be contrary to the spirit of the EC food legislation, which
repeatedly encourages traditional methods and practices and allows a derogation for
farm gate sales.

However, there is some scope for interpretation in the regulations. We have agreed
that, if the B & B is small (eg 3 rooms or fewer) and they are producing their own
eggs, then EHOs should not be unduly concerned that the B & B is using its own

eggs in meals for their clients.
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[image: image2.jpg]However, there are some caveats that are attached to this interpretation to make
sure that food safety is adequately safeguarded.
(1) The B & B should inform individual customers that the eggs are direct from their

own hens and are not Class 'A'.

(2) Advice should be offered stating that, because the eggs are not Class “A”, the
customer might like them properly cooked, particularly if they are in a vulnerable

group.
It remains the case that if eggs are purchased from any other sources (including
neighbours) then the eggs would have to be graded and stamped as Class A before

they can be used.

| hope this is useful. | have copied this letter to the Egg Marketing Inspectorate to
reinforce the agreement that was made earlier in the year.

Yours sincerely

N

Stephen Pugh

Copies: Egg Marketing Inspectorate





